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between Mars’ current orbital position and the position of Mars on the northern hemisphere vernal equinox.
Each Martian year begins with Ls=0, the northern vernal equinox. The arrival of the Curiosity rover on Mars
placed additional bandwidth demands on MRO. (PSP = Primary Science Phase, begins when spacecraft is in
science orbit and ready to collect data — November 2006 for MRO.)

Conclusions & Future Work

 MARCI observations of the surface of Mars since late 2006 reveal numerous changes in surface albedo features that can be
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